
  

 
 

Activity (11+): Knowledge as magic  
Aim: To help participants understand the importance of the right to education.  

Activity time:  90 min 

Participants: 8 - 60  

Materials: Pieces of paper, cardboard, scissors, colours and tape/glue (to make the magic box and the 

paper challenge). Video projector  Print annex 1, 2 and 3. 

 

Step1:  

In this activity knowledge is power. The leaders are magicians, so they have to share the magic.   

The group will be divided into little groups of 12-16 (depending of the group size). Each group will be 

divided in 2 sub-groups. One of them will have “magic” in the first challenge and the other in the 

second challenge. (Note*: if it’s a big group you can separate it in 2 and make them rotate in the 

challenges, but in all the challenges they have to be a sub-group with magic and one without.)  (7 

minutes introduction).  

 

What does it mean to have magic? The leaders will give them the knowledge to accomplish each 

challenge (don’t forget that this is a secret) just say that is magic and that nobody else can see it or have 

it.    

 

1. Paper challenge (20 minutes): They are given a piece of A4 paper and their challenge is that 

every person in the group has to go through the paper. The rules are that paper have to be 

connected and they cannot use tape.  This has to be done by cutting it like this: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYnkVL345rU. 

The group that have magic will be getting instructions of how to do it. (annex 1).  

 

2. Running challenge (20 minutes): The whole group will have to go from zone A to zone E. 

The participants will have rules that only this group with magic will know, so if they don’t break them 

they will get to point D very easily. The staff will be the “police” so every time the participants break 

the rules they will have to go back to point A.  

 

 

The rules are:  

 In Zone B they have to pass crawling 

 In Zone C they have to pass while singing rap 

 In zone D they have to pass acting like princesses. 

 In zone E they have to pass totally quiet. 

 To get to point F they cannot run.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYnkVL345rU


  

 
 

 

Don’t forget that all these rules will be given to the group that have magic. They cannot share 

with the other group because magic is secret. You can find them in Annex 2.  

 

Debrief: 

Reflect: 

Ask them to sit in a circle and ask these questions:  (15-20 minutes) 

 How did they feel in the activity? 

 How did the people with magic feel in the first activity? 

 How did the people without magic feel in the first activity?   

 How did the people with magic feel in the second activity? 

 How did the people without magic feel in the second activity? 

 What was the most difficult part? why?  

 Do you think magic was important to accomplish the challenges? Why?  

 

Generalise: 

Wacth video # 6 – Right for education – Diego Marin 

 

After the video start telling the: «As some of told me, doing the challenges without magic was difficult. 

This is because the magic that we gave you was knowledge and in the real world the only way to get 

that knowledge is in the education.   

 

And then ask: 

 Do you think the people that had the knowledge / magic in the game had more 

opportunities to win the challenges? 

 In the real word, do you think that your education gives you more opportunities in 

life than those who doesn’t receive one?  

 

Apply: 

Tell the participants: “As we saw education is a privilege and it’s a tool to accomplish goals in life. 

Now close your eyes and think about the next question” (15 minutes)  

 How do you want to use your magic that they have in the word? 

 How are they going to share the magic they had received?  

 



  

 
 

 Now that you know you have the power to change things with your magic you will take the 

piece of paper (Annex 3) and make your magic box. In this one you will write / draw in 

pieces of paper all the ways you will crate a better word with your magic.  

 

Tips:  

 If you believe in the theme of the activity, then the participants will also believe. Don’t forget 

to be a wizard.  You can even try to do a little show before the activity or makeup funny 

names.  

 Read the article of Kompaz 2016-2017 about the right to education and Diego Marin. 


